
All ashore that's going ashore: The men who run the Pentagon arrive for work in a 48-foot motor launch. Each general has his own comfortable chair. 



Til Privihges if Rink 
iittaPenlM 



WASHINGTON. D.C. 

E ach weekday morning on the shores 
of the Potomac, a curious event 
takes place. A dozen uniformed 
Air Force generals line up single file 
on a dock at Bolling Air Force Base — 
just four miles downstream from the 
Pentagon. Clutching briefcases, the 
generals step gingerly over a wooden 
plank into a plush, 48-foot motor 
launch. Each general sits in his own 
comfortable lawn chair. His feet rest 
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on an expensive red carpet which is 
vacuumed daily. As the powerful 
launch pushes off, coffee is served. 

What's happening here? ^ The men 
who run the Pentagon are "going to 
work. All over town, in fact, brass hats 
and bigwigs enjoy z leisurely ride to the 
office. The privileges of rank are ap- 
parent everywhere. 

On the ground, scores of limousines, 
equipped with telephones and reading 
lamps, arrive at the Pentagon's mall 



entrance. 

In the air, helicopters begin ferrying 
the big brass who prefer to keep above 
the traffic tangles. Enough whirlybirds 
have been spared from the Vietnam 
war to provide air taxi service for as 
many as 125 Pentagon big shots each 
day. The unwritten Pentagon policy: 
Three stars are required for a chopper 
to Andrews Air Force Base; four stars 
are necessary for the Pentagon's short- 
•est junket to the Army-Navy Country 



Club across the turnpike. 

Aside from the privileged few, most 
of the Pentagon's employees have to 
make it to work on their own. Some 
10,000 drive cars, thousands more take 
the bus; about 100 ride bicycles. 

Back on the dock at Bolling, as the 
generals speed off in their staff boat, 
40 airmen crowd into a smaller craft 
that looks like a floating bus. The air- 
men's schooner, which chugs along at 
half the speed of the generals' boat, is 
always crowded. "We try to squeeze 
in," explained an Air Force major. 

Status symbols 

The point made in the early morning 
is repeated throughout the day: the top 
brass travel first class. Everyone else 
goes steerage. 

An enclosed city of concrete rings 
and corridors, the Pentagon is ruled by 
an almost impenetrable bureaucracy. 
The place is so top-heavy with officers 
that one-star generals are treated like 
captains and captains are treated like 
hatracks. An exaggeration? Early this 
year the Pentagon's top brass trooped 
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up to Opt to! Jfift to explain why they 
w anted hiifions more next year for de- 
fense. As senators and generals argued, 
a young explain in the rear of the con- 
ference room caught our eye,. He was 
leaning against the waff, staring at the 
floor. earning his day's salary, holding 
two armful? of brass hats, 

With so many chiefs, the struggle for 
status rn the Pentagon is fierce, i idle 
things begin to count: a huge desk. 3 
private bathroom, a spy-proof confer- 
ence room, Sometimes status is mea- 
sured by the number of buttons on a 
telephone. Adm. Thomas Moorcr, 
Chairman of the Joint Chief?, has a 
phone wrth h4. The button that glows 
with a red halo is for the President. 



Dining in style 

We have investigated the special 
privileges en«oyi*d by the military elite. 
When it comes to supplying themselves 
with the basic necessities of fife, the 
Pentagon potentates spare no expense, 
ftere is a report : 

FOOD : Jet the Pentagon's private din- 
ing room, Atrtvv "enerals dine royally 
in feather-cushioned chain The day 
we visited, their menu included salmon 
croquette? and beamaise sauce, braised 
Jean nbs of beef, Portuguese skinless 
and. boneless sardines, chilled dams, 
Mexican omelettes, asparagus 'pears, 
sherry and chocolate snowballs. The 
portions were generous. The price per 
meal: SI. i Nearby. on the same floor, 
m the pubS;c dining room, G.L's pay 
$1.20 for a hot pastrami sandwich 
served with cole slaw, potato c hips and 
a pickle dice.) 



Hearty appetite 

p civilians. «ot to be outdone. 
> wdi -.in subsidized dc-lscacies. 
etaries of the armed services 
Iji’y war with their waistlines. 
Secretary of the Navy John 
for instance*. His mess chief, 
ffiam, told us with coiwid- 
ide: "I've- seen Mr. Warner eat 



poached eggs and bacon for breakfast 
- -all jt one sitting. ' 

TRANSPORTATION: A. pampered 
general never walks when he can ride, 
never rides when he can fly. Status again 
:s a: *ake. !r. the name ot "obicialbusi- 



:enera? can rake a limousine to 
tgon where he can catch a heii- 
* Andrews Air force Base where 
!y in a VIP plane anywhere in 



Upticopters > :ry the b ; :: brass who preu-r to keep above* 

Washington traffic tangles enough helicopter, have 



been spared ham the Vietnam war to provide an air 
text service toe a> many as 125 big shots every day. 
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sene? Pentagon *!ne in k-Athcf-ctish-cneci v/ith chc-ice or deUcaeies. 7N> portions are generoin. 
rhcre jns flowers amt a tnenu. filled and me*/ < o* .*< S? . Many wind up wrJ% w&ghi proton.' ■ 




•■ < t .cag-jn > pill. ■_ k,f’> and o ib*. pol:' ■ c.',.,. ..it rs CAtelt-ria •:; 

pay -0 for £ hot pasfram? sandwich with coic ih w, kr>sk. the k Kid bianri 2 nd comparatively expensive. 



Such fervtce on Lead to abuse. The 
Pentagon's av.ro fleet, for example, has 
become a luxury limousine ’service tor 
military potentates anc their Cbhgres- 
friends. They are frequently 
chaurfeured about Washington in min-' 
tary car*, in fact, the Deforce Depart- 
ment maintains, special rented. limou- 
sines ror Congressional' dairswt who 
re.ed to he buttered itp; 

An extra Cadillac 

in the Pentagon. prebaf>:-y 'ihe-'-ciost 
rhaofieared mao h its ! easier, -S^ere- 
ta-y \te«vin lairtf, who has a back-up 
Cadif'ic just in case'sotnerhjWg .might 
go wrong with his regular Cadillac. 

l aird's special assbSaat Cart Wallace, 

* .Uso picked' tip each morning and de- . 
iivered home each evening by rnififary 
chauffeur The Pentagon had to skirt 
» emulations to provide -Wallace wish 
t-ch treatment. 

t r -g fpecrai occasions, the limousine 
logistics are enough to take, your breath 
Motor pool regulars tell us that 
•■■>! the last Armv-Navy game dozens of 
rented limousines hauled the brass hats 
to Philadelphia :n style. And during the 
Nixon Inaugural as many as 400 
Pentagon *.ats were rented to whisk 
generals and adinirafs to various Repub- 
lican victory parties. 

SHELTER:. General* and admirals 
dwelt in lavish quarters on command 
posts throughout the world, 5u! no row 
or military honv:^. is more impressive 
than the genera's compound at Port 
Mver, within ea-v. helicopter distance 
of the Pentagon. 

Efcgant mansions 

mansions— it cavernous — and boift to 
Ust, The mosr magnificent have huge 
bay windows that look out onto spa- 
cious ya*cs heed with large shade trees. 

'n one general's basemen:, we found 
all. the trappings that go with rank. 
Along one svah wore hung white mess 
jackets, format butler jackets and black 
chauffeur uniforms for the r-n'isted 
aides. In another home, we had a 
chance to inspect a general's kitchen, 
which had two of everything — two 
ranges, two ovens, two refrigerators. 
■We were puzzled bv the duplication. 
“When you'iy broiling a dozen steaks, 
one stove jus! .• n't enough," ,ve were 

Inside a" these homes* Q servants 
scurry about cooking meafc. washing 
windows, arranging flowers, These en- 
listed aides, as they are delicately called, 
are trained to pamper the military elite. 



M^ny find the job develops talents un- 
heard of elsew here in the military. One 
servant, for example, became skilled at 
ice sculpturing for dinner parttes. The 
wife of the admiral he served » appre- : 
crated his art that she purchased a huge 
deep freeze at public expense so h« 
sculpture:, would not melr prematurely. 

What's daifv life like inside the 
' . . . . ! 
•aid vV-llidin ?mil**y"5:e*.var t assorted 
• nlistecf Arm. niis.tf.fnxl Ms 

Smifev. an articulate Q who has won 
praise from the Joint Chiefs for hrs , 
cook.ng. says he enjoys his job, bur ad- 
mits he has certain apprehensions. "I 
am continually haunted by the thought 



that ! wii? be replaced ,=omeday by a TV 
dinner.’' 

Does he . ever find bis job demean- 
ing' "Ho."' s-ifd Srru'.e y. "but there are • 
certain things I would never do. ; would 
never walk a general's dog or launder 
his wife's underwear. ' 

Impressive wardrobes 

CS.OIH!N - G‘ Like movie star*, gener- 
als add admirals take, an inordinate in- 
WttKt in’ their appeatance. Their ward- 
robes are impressive. For an Army gen- 
eral it includes: fatigues, regular Army 
greens, tropica? wear, dress blues, dre -- 
whites, mess blues,, mess whites and a 
civilian feixeefo. 



a general who attends several dif- 
t’e?ent functions during the day. may 
wear as many as tour different uniforms. 
With 1323 flag-rank officers in the tinur- 
military services, taxpayers spend a for- 
tune just cleaning the clothes of their 
generals and admirals. 

But Sgt. Stewart thinks the cost is 
'v.->rrh -'Ko-rh irn' ■>, tw>re importanr »>•> 
me thuii the way mv man iotjks. he 
said. "He's got to look sharp, feel -harp 
Ev**r button imgu be in place. Every 
crease in his uniform perfect. His shoes 
are going to shine, yes, shine." 

It »s rhe Cl servant, of course, who 
shmes those shoes. And the taxpayers 
pay for ail rbe spit and polish. 



